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About HNLU

Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLU) wasestablished under the Hidayatullah National
University of Law, Chhattisgarh, Act, (No. 10 of 2003). It is recognized by the University Grants
Commission ufs 2(f) and 12(B) of the UCGC Act, 1956 and also by the Bar Council of India u/s 7 (1) of the
Advocates Act, 1961, HNLU is the first National Level Institute established in the new State of
Chhattisgarh In the year 2003 and the sixth Law University in the country. HNLU ranked 5th in Indla
Today Ranking 2021 and 51-100 on crisis management duting COVID by the Warld's Universities with
Real Impact (WURI) Ranking 2021 and 201-300 among the innovative and emerging Universities by
WURIlissettoscale new benchmarksin the yearstocome

Hon'ble Mr, Justice Ramesh Sinha, Chief Justice, High Court of Chhattisgarh is the Chancellor of
the University. Prof. (Dr) V. C. Vivekanandan, forrner MHRD Chair Professor of IP Law at NALSAR
University and former Dean of the Rajiv Gandhi School of Law, [IT Kharagpur and School of Law, Bennett
Universityis the Vice Chancellor of the University. Dr. Vipan Kumaristhe Registrar (I/c) of the University.
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EMPOWERING TRIBAL COMMUNITIES
HNLU's commitment to Inclusive Education & Social Justice

Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLU) Raipur, located in Chhattisgarh, holds &
profound relationship with the tribal cormmmunities {Adivasi Janata) of the region, recognizing their
rich cultural heritage and traditional practices. Chhattisgarh |s home to a large tribal papulation,
historically marginalized in terms of social, economic, and educational opportunities. HNLU, situated
at the heart of this vibrant cultural milieu, sees itself uniguely positioned to engage with and
contribute tothe development of these communities.

Central to HNLU's engagement with tribal communities is its commitment to cutreach and
inclusion. The university has undertaken various initiatives to make legal education more accessible
to tribal students, including scholarships, mentorship programs, and community engagement
activities, These efforts have successfully integrated tribal youth into the mainstream educational
systemn, empowering them with legal knowledge and skills.

HNLWU's research and adveocacy endeavors often focus on issues relevant to tribal
communities, such as land rights, forest rights, and cultural preservation, Through resesarch,
serninars, and engagement with policymakers, HNLU strives to raise awareness and contribute to
the discourse on tribal rights and welfare, ensuring their voices are heard and respected.

The university's commitment is further exemplified by its Memarandum of Understanding
(Mol) with the Bastar Administration, a predominantly tribal-dominated district in Chhattisgarh,
This Mol aims to foster collabgration in legal education, research, and capacity building, addressing
the legal needs and challengesfaced by tribal communities in Bastar.

HNLW's dedication to social justice and empowerment is underscored by initiatives like the
Ambedkar Lecture Series, focusing on the teachings of Dr. B, R. Ambedkar, These lectures invite
eminent scholars, activists, and policymakers to discuss Issues related to social Justice, human rights,
and inclusive developrnent, promoting dialague and debate on important social issues,

In November 2021, HNLU organized a National Conference on Tribal Transition in India,
providing a platform for stakehaolders to discuss tribal development and transition, raising awareness
about legaland policy frameworks governing trical rights and welfare.
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Addittonally, HNLU organized a One Day Online International Conference on Facets of Social
Justice in the Vision of a Developed India@2047: Harnessing Dr. B. R, Ambedkar's Legacy This
conference brought together scholars, practitioners, and policymakers to discuss social justice and
theroleofDr. B, R. Ambedkar's legacyinshaping a mare inclusive and developed India.

I essence, HNLW's relationship with the tribal communities of Chhattisgarh is ane of mutual
respect and collaboration, where education serves as a powertul tool for social change and
empowerment. Through its academic and outreach activities, HNLLU strivesto bridge the gap between
tribal cornmunitiesand mainstrearn society, fostering a more equitable and just society for all.

ABOUT THE HNMCC & HIMCC MOOTING EVENTS

The Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLW) has a rich tradition of organizing prestigious
moot court competitions. The HNMCC, or the Justice Hidayatullah Memaorial National Mogt Court
Competition, was initiated as part of the centenary celebrations of the eminent jurist, author, and
linguist, Justice Moharmmad Hidayatullah. Over the past decade, the HNMCC has grown to become
one of India's premier moot court competitions, renowned for its academic rigor and competitive
spirit,

The 13th edition of the HNMCC, held in 2023, was a resounding success, attracting
participation fram universities across the country, Under the guidance of Hon'ble Vice Chancellor
Prof, (Dr.) V.C. Vivekanandan, the event showcased the legal acumen and advocacy skills of students
fram 40 tearns. Participants competed fiercely for the prestigious Justice Hidayatullah Memorial
trophy, the st runner-up prize, and titles such as the best speaker, best memorial, and best
researcher.

In 2024, HNLU proudly hostad the inaugural edition of the Hidayatullah International Moot
Court Competition (HIMCC). The HIMCC marked a significant milestone in the university's histary,
with international participation adding a global dimension to the event. Teams from around the
world converged at HNLU to engage in spirited legal debates and showcase their advocacy skills on
aninternaticnal stage,

Throughout its history, the HNMCC and now the HIMCC have benefited from the expertise of
distinguished judges. Eminent sitting judges of the High Court of Chhattisgarh presided aver the
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final rounds, while legal luminaries from reputed law firms, scademicians, and experienced™
advocates from the Supreme Court and High Courts of India served as judges for the preceding
rounds. Their guidance and feedback have enriched the rmoot court experience for participants and
contributed to the competitions' success.

As HNLU continues to upheld its commitment to academic excellence and legal education,
the HNMCC and HIMCC stand as shining examples of the university's dedication to fostering legal
talentand premoting the art of advocacy on a national and international level.

ABOUT HNLU-NHRC NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 2024

Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLU), a prestigious institution in the field of legal
education, is excited to introduce a groundbreaking initiative that combines legal excellence with
societal advancement - the Moot Court Competition in collaboration with the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) ef India, This competition, the first of its kind in India, focuses on Tribal
Rights' and encourages the participation of at least one Scheduled Tribe (ST) student in gach
participating team

Inaworld wherathe pursuit of justiceand the protection of hurman rights are paramount, this
competitlon stands as a syrmbol of intellectual riger and campassionate activism, Bringing together
the brightest legal minds, this competitien transcends its role as a mere contest, becoming a
transfarmative journey ofideas, insights, and inspiration.

The collaboratian between HNLU and NHRC signifies a partnership dedicated to nurturing
legal brilliance and upholding the principles of justice. This event embodias the values of eqguity,
empathy, and theempowsrmeant of every individual,

Participants, young scholars from legal backgrounds, will engage in rigorous legal
simulations, challenging their abilities to analyze complex issues, construct compelling arguments,
and present them articulately before seasoned judges. The competition, poised to be a crucible of
ideas, offers an unparalleled opportunity for young legal minds ta refine their advocacy skills and
immerse themselvesinthe intricate tapestry of human rightsjurisprudence
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As the gavel strikes and the courtrooms resonate with impassiaoned debates, the Moot Court
Competition serves as 3 testament to the power of education, cellaboratian, and the pursuit of
justice. Thisevent not only promises to shape the future legal landscape but also reinforces the belief
thatthrough collective efforts, legal luminaries can effect pasitive change on asocietalscale.

We invite you Lo join us |n this celebration of legal prowess and humanitarian values as we
ermbark on a journey to unravel the depthsof law and human rights. The Moot Court Competition in
association with the NHRC is not just an event; it is a symphony of intellect, ethics, and advocacy,
harmonizing te create a brighter tomorrow forall.

The HNLU-NHRC National Moot Court Competition 2024, sponsored by the NHRC, will take
placefrom Friday, 20th SeptembertoSunday, 22nd September, 2024,

MODE OF COMPETITION: The event will be in physical format The University has adequate
infrastructure of the participants for the event. The University Is.also equipped with a Master Moot
Court Hall and 5 subsidiary Moot Court Hall apart from a 350 seater Auditorium where a Grade Finale
takes place. The Campus Iswell connected with an Airport and Rallway Station at a short distance.

IMPORTANT DATES

Release of Memaorial Competition
Prnvis.liau:ta{]::‘! i':trratinn Knockout Round Result & [lesically at
g Opening of Final Registration HNLU Campus)

Last Date for Submission of Closing of
Seeking Clarification Applicant Memorial Final Registration




HNLU-NHRC MOOT COURT COMPETITION RULES
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Rede-1

Definitions

Advanced roundsreferste the Quarter-finals, Semi-finalsand Final rounds of the Competition,
which shall beknock-out rounds.

Bench Memorandum means the memaorandum of law and authorities concerning the
Campetition Proposition prepared by the University for the exclusive use of Competition
Judges.

Competition refers to HNLU-NHRC Moot Court Competition (HNLU-NHRC MCC). The
Competition includes memorial rounds, oral rounds, and researchers'test.

Competition Proposition or Proposition means the official proposition of the Competition as
supplemented, carrected, and/or clarified.

Competition Rules or Rules refers ta the rules contained herein and such other notification as
the Secretariat aor the Organising University may make in respect to conduct of the
competition.

Corrections and Clarifications means the corrections and clarifications to the proposition, as
published pursuantto Rule 7.2,

Ex-parte reund means an oral round wherein enly one team submits their pleadings, ie. inthe
absenceofthe opposite team,

Memerial refers to the written arguments submitted by each team, on behaif of both the
Parties, according to the competition rules. A tearn shall prepare oply one (1) mermorial for
each party tothedispute.

Memorial Evaluators refers to the evaluators who will be responsible for evaluating the
rmemorials that have been submitted by the tearns.
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Oral roundsrefers to a team’s pleadings; comprising of oral submission by the tearn, in front of
the Judges, on behalf of one of the parties, against another team representing the opposing
party. The competition includes two categories of oral rounds ie, Preliminary Rounds and
Advanced Rounds.

Parties refers to the parties to the dispute as identified by the meot proposition as Infarmant/
Appellant and Opposite Party/ Respondent.

Prelirminary rounds: It refers to the Oral Rounds which will take place prior to the Advanced
Rounds of the Competition for the purpose of determining the teams that will proceed to Lthe
Advanced Rounds.

Raw5Scores

For Praliminary Round: The aggregate of the marks eptained in the memorial and the oral
round will constitute the Raw Scoresof ateam for the preliminary rounds.

For Advanced Round: The aggregate of the marks obtained in the said oral round will
constitute the BawScores af a team for that specific advanced round.

Recognized Institution includes: the university and its constituent colleges, school, faculty of
law, institute, etc. ifany, authorized to enroll students for oktaining a bona fide degree in lawas
pertheir legal system.

Scouting: Scouting is the act of attending an aral round {except the final round) by any
memberfcoach of a team inwhich the concerned team is not competing, The clause does not
apply to Coaches who have been invited as judae for the specific round that theyare judging.

Secretariat: means the Organising Secretariat or Organising Committee of the competition,
asnotified by the Organising University.

Team code: Team cede refers to the unigue Code allotted to each participating team for the
purpese ofthis Competition.

Organising University shall rnean Hidayatullah National Law University, Nava Raipur,
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2.3

Eligibility Criteria
All students enrclléd Bona-fide on a regular basis in an undergraduate/post-graduate law

course (Bachelors' Degree in Law |.e.3-Year [ LLB. or 5- Year LL B. Integrated Programme ) or its
squivalent conducted by any recognized institution. '

Howewver, only ane (1) team shall be eligible to participate, per recognized institution. In a
systemn where a university has constituent colleges/institutes/school/faculty of
lawidepartment ete, each such constituent entity can register a tearm or the university assuch
can berepresented by ateam comprising students from different constituent colleges.

Only 20teamswill be permittaed to gualify fororal rounds.

3]

3.2

23

3.4

Rule-3

Team Composition

Each Tearn shall comprise of a maximum of three (3) members out of which two (2) membets
shall be designated asspeakers, and one (1) member shall bea researcher.

The tearns may choose to participate without a Researcher. However, either of the other two
members mustappear for the Researcher Test.

Once the team compesition is communicated to the Secretariat, no change in team
composition shall be permitted unless prior permission has been obtained from the
Secretariat.

Inline with the central theme of the Competition, participating teams are encouraged to have
atleast one member belonging to the Scheduled Tribes [ST) cormmunity.




Rule-§

Team Registration

4.1 Registration for the Competition will commence on the date as notified in the brochure, The
last date for registration shall be notified inthe brochure.

42  The teams shall be required to send the final registration fee (to be paid at the time of final
registration):

a. Registration fee - Bs. 5000 (Rupees Five Thousand Only) perteam.

b. To seek Accommodation in Haostel- Rs. 3000 (Rupees Three Thousand Only) per team,
The accommadation shall be provided at University Hostel (Non-AC, non-attach
accommedation with 1 Bed, 1 Mattress, 2 sheets, 1 Blanket, 1 Chair & Table set, 1 set of
Toiletries), for which the participants shall abide by University Hostel Rules. The
University provides separate hostels for boy and girl students. Please note that
accommadation fee hasto be paid only after the Memoerial Knockout rounds,

All meals during the competition will be provided at the University campus,

43  The following scanned docurmnents are required to be submitted by the teams at the time of
final registration:

a. Letter of approval from the concerned recognised Institution permitting the team to
take part in the cormpetition.
b. The recaipt of online payment of registration fee.

. Any |D issued by the Government OR 1D Issusd by the Recognised Institution the
Participant is enrolled with.

' I Caste Certificate issued by appropriate government authonty for the Team Member
belonging to the Scheduled Tribe.

44  Theregistration form can be accessed here: https: /[/forms.gle/[EZtYv4Ive631KF27
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Rele-S
Judge Responsibility

Judgesshallensure athorough adherence to the splrit of judgeship in the campetition.

Rede-6

Assistance to a team from any other team(s)

6.1 MNo Assistance, generally, to be Taken from Non-members:

Every team must research and write its memorial without the assistanca of non-members.
Tearns may receive general advice from their respective Team Coaches, However, such advice
must be limited to general advisory on the area of law concerned, the structure of written
arguments, and general commentary on the team’'s arguments. No advice whatsoever may
be takenfrom any member or team coach of another team.

6.2 Mo Assistance to be Provided to Another Team:

Team Members and Team Coaches from any Team, including Teams that have besn
eliminated from the Competition, shall not provide assistance in any way to any other Team.
Prohibited assistance includes, but is not limited to, the Tollowing:

a8, giving the Team's notes or Memarials to a Team still in the Competition;

b. posting the Team's Memorials online so that a persen who is not a registered Team
Membermay access therrn;

e engaging in practice Meots against a Team with whom their preliminary rounds have
bean fixed and

cl, providing video or audio recordings of previous Meots, whether practice Moots or
Competition Meots, toa Teamstill in the Competition,

The Secretariat may allow for otherwise prohibited assistance if deemed to be in the best
interesisofthe Compentlon
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Use of Bench Memorandum and Other Teams Memorials by Teams:

The Bench Memorandum shall be confidential at all times, Any team found making use of the
Bench Memorandum, however acquired, shall be disqualified. In préepanng its Memaorials, no
tearm may incorporate arguments or other information fromthe Memornals of other teams.

Rele-)

Clarifications to the Moot Proposition

7.). Clarificationsand Corrections:

Clarifications can be soughtand Corrections may be requested, until the date as notified in the
brochure, through a Google Form that can be accessed here.

Based upon the reguests received from all Teams, Corrections and Clarifications to the
Competition Proposition will be published on the date as notified in the brochure. Each Team
rust ensure that it receives and adequately notes the Corrections and Clarifications in
preparation for the Competition,

7.2. Rightsoverthe memaorials:

The Secretariat reserves the right to disseminate and reproduce the memorials for the
purposes of the Competition. The Secretariat will not be responsible forany mistakes or errors
that area part of the memaorial.

Rule-3
Rules relating to Memorials

The memorial submission for registered teams must be made via a Google form that will be
sent to the team post-registration.
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81 Each participating team is required to prepare a memorial for each party to the dispute with™
the following mandatory heads:

& Cover Page
b. Tableof Contents
C. Index of Authorities

o, Statementof Jurisdiction

e Statement of Facts (hot exceeding 2 pages),
f: lssues Raised
. Summary of Arguments (not exceeding 2 pages)

h. Arguments Advanced (not exceeding 20 pages)
I Final Submission/Prayer (not exceeding 1 page)

82 Teams shall cite authorities following the Uniform citation method using footnotes in
accordancewiththe 21st Editionof Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation.

83 TheCoverPageofeach memaorial must contain anly the fullowing information:

a The Team Code inthe upper right corner of each memarial
b. The nameof the forum resolving the disputes,
c. The nameof the Compitition

d. The Calise Title,

=3 The party on behalf of which the rmemarial is prepared.
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All teams shall attach one copy of the rmemarials for each side in (docx) format (Microsoft Office
365, 2019, 2016, 2013 or 2010) as well asone copy in | pdf) format in the Coogle Form link provided,

85  Allfourfiles (two docx and two pdf] should be submitted inasingle form submission.

86 Memotials submitted twelve (12) hours after the memorial submission deadline, will not be
accepted and such teamsshall be disqualified from the Competitian.

8 Amearmorial once submitted will be considered finaland cannot be revisaed.

88 Inthsscenariowhereany memorial issent |ate (in aseparate form submission), the penalty for
late submission iImposed on the latter memoaorial will be imposed on the earlier memorials as
well, The penalty will also be imposed If the aforementioned memorials are submitted in
different form submissions.

B89  |tis the responsibility of each participating team to ensure that the electronic copies of the
memarials Can be opened with Microsoft Gffice 365, 2019, 2016, 2013 0r 2010 {docx format} and
Adobe Acrobat Reader 9 ( pdf format).

810 Memarialsshall be named according to theteam code and the party for which the memaorial is
submitted. (For instance, Team O1will name itsmemorialsas01-1 and 01-R where ' is the
Informant/Appellant and 'R' isRespondent/Opposite Party).

B11  Allteams are required to submit tan (10) sets of hard copies for each side of the memaorials to
the Organizing Committes, upon their arrival at the venue of the Competition an 15th March
2023, The memaorials shall be collected by the Registration-Team designated by the
Secretariat after the successful on-site registration of the respective teams.

B12  All partsofthe memorial (including headers, footers and headings} shall be typed on A4-sized
paper/format, with the following formatting specifications:

a. Font Type; Times New Roman

b FontSize:12

e =

AA AAANA

= o B 'nia

ARANAAR A

= " =, — Y — - — =

B = - =

AANRRAAN

ARAAARAANAANRARARKAR

—r?



813

8,14

815

8,16

817

ARAAAAAAAARRARNAA

c. LineSpacing:1.5

d. Margins:linch oneach side

For footnotes, the formatting specificationsare

=N Font Type: Times New Roman

b, FontSize:10

€. Single Spacing between lines

d. Margins:linch on each side

e Speaking footnotesor endnotes are not allowed.

The memarials shall be spiral-baund / soft bound. The following color scheme should be
followed forthe cover page of the memorials:

3 Infarmant/Appellant - BLUE
b. Opposite Party/Respondent -RED

The memaorials shall not contain any annexure, photograph, graph, diagrarm, or any ather
representation of such nature.

The hard copies of the memorials must be identical to the soft copies submitted by the team.
In case of any violation afthis rule, the team shall incur a penalty, subject to the decision of the
Orgahizing Secretary. In case of non-identical submissions, the prior submissien shall be
considered asfinal,

A Team may prepars a compendium of cases, though the same shall not be a part of the
memarial or be used for memorial evaluation purposes.
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Rule-q

Penalties

a1 Any memarial viclating any of the specificatians mentioned under Rule 8 will be penalized
according tothe following scheme:

S No. Criterion Fenalty Deductions

il Late submiasion of memorials 1 marks (each memarial), for every hour
after the deadline

i Failure ta comply with page limit as 1 Mark per extra page
prescribed in rule 8(a)

3, Failure to camply with the rules 89 0.25 Marks per specification with a
rnaxirmum of 5 marks per memorial

4. Failure to comply with rule 8{b) 0.25 per violation, with a maximum of
5 Marks per memorial

5. Exclusion of items mentioned inrule 8 (a) 2 Marks per specification

&. Submission of Memarials through | Mark per additional email
multiple emalls

¥4 Inclusion of speaking footnote/ endnote 0.5 Marks per footnote/ endnote

There will be a maximum cap on the penalties which may be imposed for the violations
menticned inthetable:
@ For late submission of memerials, 8 maximum deduction of 12 marks will be imposed as a
penalty.
® Forfailure tocomply with the formatting specifications prescribed above aleng-with speaking
footnotes and endnotes, a maximurm deduction of 20 marks will be imposed asa penalty,

@ There will be no cap on impasing penalties for all other specifications save and except those
menticned above.
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10.1.

Ruule-10

Scoring Criteria

Memoeorial Scoring Criteria

The marks distribution for the memaorial shall be as follows:

S.No. Criterion Marks

1 ApplicationefFacts 25 Marks

2 Reasoning 25 Marks

3 Useofauthorities and precedents 20 Marks

& Understanding Law and procedure 20Marks

5 Formatting 10 Marks
10.2. Anonymity

There should be no indication of the institution which the team represents, the name of the
members In the memarials, or any ather material carried inside the courtroom. The teams
must also not disclose, or attempt to disclose, any such information at any stage of the
Competition, either tathe Judges orany other person asdecided by the Grganizing Secretary,

The vielation of this rule will result in severe penaltiss, which may invelve disgualification, as
determined bythe Organizing Secratary.

Tearms must not reveal the identity of their institution, Jurisdiction, ar nationality of crigin te

judgesatanytimeduringa Round.

Organizing secretary may impose a Penalty (up to and including disqualification) against any
Team that intentionally or inadvertently discloses its school, Jurisdiction, or country of origin to
3 Judge during a Round, whether ar not such disclosure occurs during a Moaot, All instances of
disclosure during a Round shall bereported to the Organizing secretary,

Merely posting pictures of a participating Team or Team Member(s) on social media or a
publlcly ava[labie website, absent other facts, does not constitute aviolation ofthis Rule.
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Rule-11

Format of the Competition

n.a Rounds:

The Moot Court Competition shall consist of Memorial Round, Preliminary rounds and
Advanced rounds. Each team will argue in two (2) prelirminary round, once on behalf of each
Party. In the Advanced rounds, the teams would represent only one side ineach round.

N.2 Memorial Knockout Rounds:

There shall be a Memorial Knockout Round subsequent to the submission and evaluation of
the Applicant Memarials anly.

The teams qualifying the round shall be selected based on their Memorial scores, Only these
teamsshall be eligible to participate in the Oral Rounds of the Competition,

The Result of the Memorial Knockout Round shall be notified to the teams |atest by date as
provided in brechure. 20 teams shall gualify for the oral rounds, whereas the secretariat may
changethe above number.

1.3 BResearchersTest:

A Researcher Test shall be conducted for adjudicating the "Best Researcher” on 20th of
September, 2024. The Speakers shall not be eligible to participate inthe test.

However, in the case of a two-member team, one of the speakers shall be eligible to appear for
the Researcher Test and the same shall be notified by the team to the Organisersat the time of
Formal Registration.

N.4 Oral Rounds:

{A) General: The mode of communication for the Competition shall be English only. The dress
codeto be adhered to for the duration of the Competition |s-

a. Ladies: Courtroom Farmals (Preferably Black Blazer),

b. Centlemen: Courtroom Formals (Preferably Black blazer).
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(B) Format:
a The matchup ofteamsin Preliminary Roundsshall bedetermined onthebasisof adraw oflots
b. The team with the higher Raw Score in a round will be deemed to have won around.

&, Irasituation where after the preliminary rounds, there exists a tie in the number of wins
ot two or more teams, it will be decided inthe following order:

¥ On the basis of marks obtalned under the head 'Reasoning in the Application of
Principles.

2 The final decisionwill be madeonthe basis of Researcher Test scores,

Themarks breakup for the Oral Rounds shall be a= follows:

S.No. Criterion Marks

1, ResponsetoQuestions and Articulation 25 Marks

2 Reasaoning and Application of Principles 25Marks

3. Useof Authorities and precedents 20 Marks

4, Application of Facts 20 Marks

5. Advocacy Skill, Court Craft and Demeanour 10 Marks
(C) Bench strength:

The Bench for the purposes of the Preliminary Rounds shall consist of two judges. For the
Advanced Rounds, two-judge bench for Quarterfinals & a three-judge bench for Semi Finals
and a Five-judge bench for the Final Rounds. Organsing secretariat reserves the right to
change nurnber of judges per bench.

(D) Communication between members of the team:

The members of a team are allowed to communicate amaong themselves during the Cral
Rounds, However, the same must be in written form only and must not be In violation of
generalcourtroom practices,
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(E) Electronic devices inside the Courtroom:

During oral rounds of the competition, oralists at the podium and Team Members seated at
counsel table may operate, only for purposes directly relating to the said oral rouncl, laptop,
tablet. mobile phone, PDAs, atc;, provided such devices are noet  internet-enabled or data-
capable, or have instant messaging capabilities.

Violation ofthe said ruleshall lead te disqualification from the concerned aral raund.
(F) Time keeping devices inside courtroom:

The official time of the match shall be indicated by the bailiff. No one other than the bailiff may
display timecards ar otherwise signal tothe oralist howmuch time is left.

(G) Scouting:

There are two types of scouting, both of which are prohibited. "Direct Scouting” cccurswhen a
Team attends a Moot involving cne or more Teams against which it will compete in a future
Moot.

‘Indirect Scouting” occurs when a Team attends a Moot invalving two Teams against which it
is not scheduled to compete in the Preliminary Rounds, or when a Team, through any other
means, obtains or attempts to obtain iInformation about another Team regardless of whether
the Team seeking the information will compete against the Team(s) for which information is
sought.

The decision of Organizing secretariat shall be final with regard to any disciplinary action
taken against team forviolation of rules under thisclause.

(H) Duration:

@ For the Preliminary Round, each team will be allotted a total of thirty (30) minutes to
present their arguments. No speaker shall be allowed to plead for more than twenty
{ED] minutes. Each team is entitled to reserve a maxirmnum of five (5) minutes, out of the
tatal thirty (30) minutes, for rebuttals and sur- rebuttals.

@ For Advariced Rounds, each team will be allottad a total of forty-fiva (45) minutes Lo
present their arguments. No speaker shall be allowed to plead for more than twenty-
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five [25) minutes. Each team s entitled to reserve a maximum of five (5) minutes, out of”
the total forty-five (45) minutes, for rebuttals and sur-rebuttals.

@ The teams are to arrive at the designated Courtroom fiftean (15) minutes before the
Round issupposed to start. In case the tearm fails to report to the designated Courtroom
within ten (10) minutes of the starting of the Round, the team will be deemed to have
forfeited the Competition and the Round will continue as an ex-parte round.

(1) Advanced Rounds:

® The party to be represented by the teams in the Advanced Rounds shall be declded by
way of a coin toss.

L] Qualification in the Advanced Rounds will be determined by win/ loss in the respective
Advanced Baund.

Rele-12
Awards and Trophies

4ll participants will receive a 'Certificate of Participation’”. Special awards will be distributed in
the following categories:

12, Team:

The tearm which wins the final round will be adjudged asthe '"Winner of the HNLU-NHRC MCC'
and willget an amount of T 50,000/ (Rupees Fifty Thousand Only) and atrophy.

The team which secutes secand place will get the title of 'Runners-up’ and a prize money of
F30,000/- (Rupees Thirty Thousand only).

12.2. Best Memorial:

The tearm with the highest applicant memorial score (aggregate) will get the 'Best Memaorial -
Applicants' prizealeng with a cash prize of 7,000/- (Rupees Seven Thousand Only).

Thetearn with the highest respondent memorial score (aggregate) will get the 'Best Memorial
-Respondents’ prize along with a cash prize of ¥7,000/- (Rupees Seven Thousand Only).
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12.3.

12.4.

In case of a tie between the aggregate memeorial scores of two or more teams, the winner will
be decided inthe fallowing arder:

3 Onthe basisof aggregate marks obtained under the head 'Reasoning.
e Thefinal decision will be made on the basis of a Coin Tess.
Best Speaker:

The Speakers (one Male and one Fermale) which secure highest marks In preliminary rounds
will get the title of ‘Best Orator Male' and 'Best Orator Fernale’ respectively and a prize money
of210,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only) each.

In case of a tie between the aggregate oral scores of twa or more speakers, the winner will be
decided in thefollowing order:

® Based on aggregate marks obtained under the head 'Reasoning in the Application of
Principles.

° The finaldecision will be rmade on the basis of 3 Coin Toss,

Best Researcher:

The researcher with the highest scors in the Researcher Test will get the '‘Best Researcher’
prize along with a cash prize of F10,000/- [Rupeeas Ten Thousand Only),

In case of a tie between the marks obtained by two or more Researchers, the winner will be
decided onthe basisof:

L] Mermorial score ofthe teamswhich the researchersrepresent;

3 If the tie persists, then colntoss.

Rale-13
Power to Promulgate Additional Measures

The Qrganizing Secretariat may prarmulgate any other measures for the orderly conduct of

the Competition or to correct deficiencies (n the Competition. It is anticipated that additional
measureswill be adopted when Team Registration hasbeen completed.
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Rule-10
Exemplary Power clause

The Secretariat reservesthe rightto make changes in the rule if situation sowarrant.

Incase of any dispute arising in the interpretation of the rules, or otherwise, the decision of the
Crganizing Secretary in consultation with the Organizing Committee would be final and
binding.

Scores obtained by the teams/participants shall be kept confidential with Organizing
University, whereas upon receiving official written request from statutery authorities of a
participating institution the Organising Secretariat may disclose them the results of the team
of thelr institution. Such reguest shall be made within 7 days of the completion of the event,
after which no such requests shall be entertained.

Code of Conduct

Aviolation of the prescribed Code of Conduct will invite sanctions which will be decided by the
Organizing Secratary.

Teams are expected to behave with other team members and the Judges / Organisers /
Volunteersin a dignified manner,

Teamsshould not attempt to influence Judges/Organisersinany manner.

Participants are expected to maintain decaorurn in the courtroom during the Cornpetition and
toconductthemselvesina manner befitting the legal profession.

The teams should not engage in any form of unethical, unprafessional, or wrongful conduct
during theentire period of the Competition.

Participants should not indulge in the consumption / carrying of drugs / alcohel [ arms or
ammunition / Immeoral / illegal activity or any ather form(s) of tastefaddiction during the
course of the Competition.




Moot Proposition

1. The Democratic Republic of Himvarsha, a nation that won jts
independence from British colonial rule in 1948 is a nation celebrated for
its vibrant diversity, encompassing a multitude of cultures, religions, and
traditions. The constitution and all other laws of Himvarsha are pari-
materia to the laws of India. It seeks to balance this diversity with
principles of equality and national unity. The recent enactment of the
Uniform Civil Code has stirred a profound constitutional depate, rooted in
the historicaland contemporary challenges of harmonizing personal laws

with the ideals of a modern, secular state,

2.  Historically, personal laws in Himvarsha have been governed by religious
doctrines, resulting in different legal standards for Hindus, Muslims,
Christians, and communities defined under the law from time to time.
The drive for a Uniform Civil Code dates back to the colonial era, where
efforts to codify laws met with resistance due to the complex interplay of
religion and law. Post-independence, the debate resurfaced during the

drafting of the constitution. Makers of the constitution championed the
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Uniform Civil Code as ameanstoensure equality and justice. However, the
strong opposition from religious and cultural groups led to its inclusion in
the Directive Principles of State Policy rather than the enforceable part of

the constitution.

& In recent years, the push for a Uniform Civil Code gained momentum with
political leaders advocating for its implementation as a step towards
symmetrical arrangement and national intagration. The current Union
government, led by the Himvarsha National Party (MNP), tabled the
Uniform Civil Code Bill in the Parliament, arguing that a unified code
would eliminate gender biases inherent in personal laws and promote

equality.

4. The Supreme Court and various High Courts on several occasions have
given certain verdicts to end the discriminatory practices (for example,
judgment to provide equal maintenance rights to women of all religions,
declare discriminatory divorce practice 'Triple Talag' as unconstitutional,
etc.). These constitutional courts have always mooted for the enactment

of a Uniform Civil Code. Recently, the Supreme Court reaffirmed therights
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ofallwomen from all religions to get lifetime maintenance under criminal
laws in an equal manner, Considering this to be an appropriate time, the
Union Government enacted and implemented the Uniform Civil Code
with effect from Ist January 2024 with the aim to harmonize the personal
laws governing marriage, divorce, maintenance, inheritance and
adoption. The staterment of objectives of the code states that this code has
been introduced with the intent to unify the disparate personal laws

governing various communitiesinto asingle, cohesive code.
5. Salient Featuresofthe Uniform Civil Code 2024:
l. Bigamy is not permissible in any religion/fcommunity.

. Marriage istotake place as per the prevailing customs (e.q., Nikah for
Muslims, Saptapadifor Hindus provided that it can be proved to be a

customary practice).

Il.  Marriage must be compulsorily registered within one week with the

Office of the District Collector.

IV. A uniform legitimate method for divorce, adoption, maintenance,
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law, determine.

Heritageville, a village in the North Eastern State of Garulaya is home to
two tribal communities—the Kharmsinghs, who follow matrilineal
customary law, and the Myngdohs, who have adopted a patriarchal
system due to their conversion to Christianity. Ms. Dorphang Khongwir, a
Kharmsinghs woman, inherited property from her mother according to
matrilineal customs. However, her brother, Mr. Dollo Khongwir wanted to
challenge this under the Uniform Civil Code, claiming equal inheritance
rights. The conflict escalated when the village headman, under pressure
from both families, failed to mediate a resolution. On 15th April, 2024, the
dispute turned violent during a village meeting, resulting in injuries and
property damage. The local police, facing ambiguity in applying eitherthe
Uniform Civil Code or customary laws, struggled to maintain law and
order. The conflict escalated and turnhed violent in which a police

constable Mr. Shempeng lost hislife.

Mr. Shempeng, who belonged to a tribal community, married Mackenzie

by elopement in 2020. They lived a secluded life in a separate village with
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their three-year-old child, Emerson. On 29th February 2024, a cloudburst
in their native village Heritageville took several lives, including the life of
Shempeng's elder brother Phagun, who was married to Sera Sema for the
last 2 years and used to live in a joint family with his parents at

Heritageville.

8. When Shempeng arrived at his village for performing the last rites of his
elder brother, under the impression that Shempena is still unmarried, he
was made to perform levirate marriage with Sera Sema on 1st March 2024,
Since the family prominently practices the custom of levirate marriage and
considering the fact that Shempeng hadn't disclosed his marriage with
Mackenzie, he couldn't refuse marrying Sera Sema mainly because of the
emotional trauma that the family was undergoing, For the next 1.5 months,
Shempeng neither visited Mackenzie nor did he contact her by any means
of communication. He was probably looking for the right time to disclose his
Ist marriage. On 15th April 2024, he was informed by the district police
headquarters about the sudden violence that had erupted at Heritageville
and since Shempeng was residing at that place, he was ordered to rush to

thelocation and handle the situation, where he lost his life.
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9,  Posthumously, Shempeng was awarded the 'Shoor Chakra' and a
compensation of Rs. 50 Lakh. Sera Sema received a special
compassionate appointment in the Police Department of Garulaya. The
supreme sacrifice of Shempeng was all over the news frem where
Mackenzie got to know about the sad demise of her husband and also
about the monetary reward and compassionate appointment of Sera
Sema. Mackenzie reached Heritageville to claim that it is her right to get
the reward as well as the compassionate appointment as she is the
legitimate wife of Shempeng. She also claimed that her deceased
husband's marriage with Sera Sema wasn't legitimate. With the help of a
women welfare NGO named Mahila Samaj kalyan (MSK), she filed a writ

petition inthe Supreme Court of Himvarsha.

10. Sera Serna and Shempeng's family contended that levirate marriage and
polygamy are essential aspects of their customary laws, and the Uniform
Civil Code violates their right to preserve and practice their customs. The
village headmen contacted the Chairman of the Tribal Well-being
Association (TWA), another NGO working nationwide to protect the

interests of the Tribal Communities. TWA also filed a petition in the
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Supreme Courtof Himvarsha challengina the constitutional validity ofthe

Uniform Civil Code.

1. The enactment of the Uniform Civil Code sparked nationwide protests,
particularly among tribal commmunities and other religious groups. The
Union Minister of Home Affairs, Mr. Kynpham Singhania gave a statement
in the Parliament that the governmentis considering the scope toamend
the Uniform Civil Code to provide exemptions for tribal communities. This
statement triggered further demands from other communities for
similar exemptions, as Uniform Civil Code has allegedly deprived them of
their religious and customary rights. The Islamic Personal Law Board also
filed a petition in the apex court claiming that exemptions from Uniform
Civil Code be provided to all those communities who have had their
customary practices since time immemorial and also claimed that

providing exemption to only one community would be discriminatory.

12.  Considering the multiple petitions, the Supreme Court of Himvarsha has
clubbed all the petitions and listed the matter for hearing on September
22,2024,
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13. IssuesFramed by the Supreme Court:

Il.

1.

Note:
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Whether Mackenzie is entitled to the compensation and
compassionate appointment posthumously awarded to

Shempeng.

Whether the Uniform Civil Code is constitutionally valid and aligns

with the fundamental rights.

Whether the Uniform Civil Code infringes on the rights of tribal and

othercommunities to preserve and practice theircustoms..

Whether the Uniform Civil Code should provide exermptions to tribal

communities and other religicus groups.

The order of issues in which they shall be contended are likely to be
asthe parties deem appropriate. These issuesare only indicative. The

parties are freetoframe any other issues.

The Supreme Court of Himvarsha considers judgments of Indian

Courtsto be of persuasive value.
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